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Updates to this guide

While every effort is made by our authors to ensure the accuracy of guide-
books as they go to print, changes can occur during the lifetime of an edi-
tion. Any updates that we know of for this guide will be on the Cicerone
website (www.cicerone.co.uk/1108/updates), so please check before plan-
ning your trip. We also advise that you check locally about such things as
transport, accommodation and shops. Even rights of way can be altered
over time. We are always grateful for information about any discrepan-
cies between a guidebook and the facts on the ground, sent by email to
updates@cicerone.co.uk or by post to Cicerone, Juniper House, Murley
Moss, Oxenholme Road, Kendal, LA9 7RL.

Register your book: To sign up to receive free updates, special offers
and GPX files where available, create a Cicerone account and register your
purchase via the ‘My Account’ tab at www.cicerone.co.uk.

Front cover: Cadover Cross, a Medieval wayside cross on Wigford Down
(Walk 19)
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WALKING ON DARTMOOR

Start/finish
Distance
Ascent
Time
Terrain

Maps
Refreshments

Public transport

WAILK 1
Drewsteignton and Fingle Bridge

Drewsteignton village car park (SX 736 909)

9.5km (6 miles)

340m

3hrs

Low-level, but hilly walking on good paths and tracks
through woods and some fields

OS Explorer OL28 (Dartmoor)

Drewe Arms (01647 281377) and village shop/tearoom
at Drewsteignton; Fingle Bridge Inn (01647 281287);
café at Castle Drogo (National Trust)

Buses between Exeter and Moretonhampstead or
Chagford stop at Drewsteignton and Castle Drogo

From Drewsteignton the walk sets out along the Two Moors Way for a while
before joining with the Dartmoor Way to arrive at Sharp Tor with views of
the wooded Teign valley; from here a detour leads to Castle Drogo. The
walk continues along the Hunters Path just below Castle Drogo before
dropping down to the River Teign. The route then follows the tree-shaded
river downstream to Fingle Bridge, home to the Fingle Bridge Inn. The final
section meanders through woods back to Drewsteignton.

26

From the far end of the car park at Drewsteignton turn
right along a path. Pass a thatched cottage and at the next
cottage turn right following the tarred path through the
churchyard, passing left of the church.

The Church of the Holy Trinity in Drewsteignton
dates mostly from the 15th century. The thatch-
roofed Drewe Arms was known as the Druids’
Arms; the name was changed in the 1920s when
Julius Drewe built Castle Drogo (see later). For
75 years the pub was kept by Mabel Mudge, who
retired in 1994 at the grand age of 99.

restanbury

Keep ahead through the village square, passing the
pub and village shop/tearoom (both on your right), then
turn left along the road. Fork right at the junction (direc-
tion Whiddon Down) for 120 metres, then turn left at the
fingerpost and the Two Moors Way stone. » Follow the
track downhill as it swings right.

Go through a gate at the bottom to enter Rectory
Wood. Keep right at the junction and at the next junction
turn left (Piddledown and Two Moors Way); straight on is
a more direct route via steep steps. Having turned left, go
right at the next junction and follow the track as it soon
swings left to another junction. Turn right and keep ahead
past some beech trees. Go through a gate and follow the
right-hand fence through two fields. Exit through a gate
and keep ahead to a path T-junction.

Turn right along the Hunters Path (now following the
Two Moors Way and Dartmoor Way) for 350 metres to a
signed junction at Sharp Tor. » To visit Castle Drogo turn
right (see detour route), otherwise go straight on along
the Hunters Path to the next junction; the castle detour
rejoins here from the right.

The commemorative
stone is one of

four placed along
the route when it
opened in 1976;
the others are
located at Ivybridge,
Morchard Bishop
and Lynmouth).

Take a short detour
left for a great
view of the valley,
but be careful, it's
a steep drop.

27
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WALKING ON DARTMOOR

Looking west along
the Hunters Path
near Sharp Tor

Detour to Castle Drogo

Head north up the steps (signed to Castle Drogo). Go
through a gate and keep ahead to a junction with a stony
path. Turn right uphill then go left along the drive and
fork right, following the signs for the castle entrance.
Retrace your steps back along the drive, turn right down
the stony path and keep right (straight on) at the junc-
tion. Follow the path as its swings right down steps and
through a gate to rejoin the Hunters Path and turn right
(adds 1.1km/% mile).

The early 20th-century Castle Drogo - said to
be the last castle built in England — was built by
Sir Edwin Lutyens (1869-1944) for Julius Drewe
(1856-1931), founder of the Home and Colonial
Stores, which, in the 1920s, was one of the UK’s
largest retail chains. Drewe chose the site because
he mistakenly believed that his ancestors had con-
nections with the nearby village of Drewsteignton.
The castle was given to the National Trust in 1974.

WALk T — DREWSTEIGNTON AND FINGLE BRIDGE

Main route

Keep along the wide path below Castle Drogo to a
junction near Hunter’s Tor where the main route goes
right. » Follow the path, with the castle up to the right,
go through a gate and turn left down a tarred track
(signed Fisherman’s Path and River Teign) for 375 metres
to a junction. Fork left along the track (Gibhouse and
footpath) and, just before the cottage, fork left down a
narrower path to a junction. Turn left and immediately
turn right across the footbridge — known as the Iron
Bridge - over the River Teign. »

Once across, turn left along the track with the wall
on your left. Go through a gate and continue through
Whiddon Wood with the River Teign on the left, soon
passing the Hydro Turbine building.

The wall once formed part of the boundary of
Whiddon Deer Park which was enclosed in the mid
16th century to contain a herd of fallow deer. Julius
Drewe had two water-driven turbines installed on
the River Teign to provide electricity for his newly
built castle.

Keep along the riverside track through Hannicombe
Wood to a junction at Fingle Bridge and turn left over the
bridge, with the Fingle Bridge Inn on the right. »

The 17th-century Fingle Bridge which straddles
the River Teign is a fine example of a three-arched
packhorse bridge; on the south side of the river is a
National Trust car park and toilets.

Head northwards along the lane (parking on right)
for 140 metres and then turn sharp left to follow a bri-
dleway up through Drewston Wood for 600 metres to
a junction. Turn sharp right (almost doubling back) and
follow the bridleway (Hunters Path to Drewsteignton) as
it contours round the hill. Go through a gate and keep
ahead at the crossing track. Cross a stream, continue to a
track junction and keep right. At the next junction, keep

Take a quick 120-
metre detour by
keeping left and
going through a gate
to Hunter’s Tor, where
there is another great
view. Return to the
junction and turn left.

The path along
the north bank
of the river is the
Fisherman’s Path
that also leads to
Fingle Bridge.

The path joining
from the left is the
Fisherman’s Path from
the Iron Bridge.
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e 40 contrasting walks in Dartmoor National Park
e explore granite tors, tree-shaded river valleys, ancient
stone circles ¢ Ten Tors two-day walk
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Dartmoor National Park

Dartmoor National Park is a wild,
and at times isolated, upland area. A
land of blanket bogs and grass moors
dotted with fascinating tors, old
stone clapper bridges, and a diverse
range of wildlife. Our ancestors have
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left behind a fascinating treasure
trove from intriguing stone rows to
fascinating burial cairns. There are also
the stark ruins of Dartmoor’s mining
heritage, and picturesque villages and
hamlets that are home to interesting
old churches and cosy pubs.

The walks in this book have
been carefully selected to offer both
low-level short walks suitable for all
abilities and challenging high open
moor routes with river crossings. There
is also a two-day Ten Tors style walk
for those after a challenge.

 varied collection of day walks

e walks can be undertaken year-
round

* includes High Willhays - highest top
in Dartmoor and Southern England
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