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WALK 1

Drewsteignton and Fingle Bridge

From the far end of the car park at Drewsteignton turn 
right along a path. Pass a thatched cottage and at the next 
cottage turn right following the tarred path through the 
churchyard, passing left of the church.

The Church of the Holy Trinity in Drewsteignton 
dates mostly from the 15th century. The thatch-
roofed Drewe Arms was known as the Druids’ 
Arms; the name was changed in the 1920s when 
Julius Drewe built Castle Drogo (see later). For 
75 years the pub was kept by Mabel Mudge, who 
retired in 1994 at the grand age of 99.

From Drewsteignton the walk sets out along the Two Moors Way for a while 
before joining with the Dartmoor Way to arrive at Sharp Tor with views of 
the wooded Teign valley; from here a detour leads to Castle Drogo. The 
walk continues along the Hunters Path just below Castle Drogo before 
dropping down to the River Teign. The route then follows the tree-shaded 
river downstream to Fingle Bridge, home to the Fingle Bridge Inn. The final 
section meanders through woods back to Drewsteignton.

Keep ahead through the village square, passing the 
pub and village shop/tearoom (both on your right), then 
turn left along the road. Fork right at the junction (direc-
tion Whiddon Down) for 120 metres, then turn left at the 
fingerpost and the Two Moors Way stone.4Follow the 
track downhill as it swings right.

Go through a gate at the bottom to enter Rectory 
Wood. Keep right at the junction and at the next junction 
turn left (Piddledown and Two Moors Way); straight on is 
a more direct route via steep steps. Having turned left, go 
right at the next junction and follow the track as it soon 
swings left to another junction. Turn right and keep ahead 
past some beech trees. Go through a gate and follow the 
right-hand fence through two fields. Exit through a gate 
and keep ahead to a path T-junction.

Turn right along the Hunters Path (now following the 
Two Moors Way and Dartmoor Way) for 350 metres to a 
signed junction at Sharp Tor.4To visit Castle Drogo turn 
right (see detour route), otherwise go straight on along 
the Hunters Path to the next junction; the castle detour 
rejoins here from the right.

The commemorative 
stone is one of 
four placed along 
the route when it 
opened in 1976; 
the others are 
located at Ivybridge, 
Morchard Bishop 
and Lynmouth).

Take a short detour 
left for a great 
view of the valley, 
but be careful, it’s 
a steep drop.

Start/finish Drewsteignton village car park (SX 736 909)
Distance 9.5km (6 miles)
Ascent 340m
Time 3hrs
Terrain Low-level, but hilly walking on good paths and tracks 

through woods and some fields
Maps OS Explorer OL28 (Dartmoor)
Refreshments Drewe Arms (01647 281377) and village shop/tearoom 

at Drewsteignton; Fingle Bridge Inn (01647 281287); 
café at Castle Drogo (National Trust)

Public transport Buses between Exeter and Moretonhampstead or 
Chagford stop at Drewsteignton and Castle Drogo
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Detour to Castle Drogo
Head north up the steps (signed to Castle Drogo). Go 
through a gate and keep ahead to a junction with a stony 
path. Turn right uphill then go left along the drive and 
fork right, following the signs for the castle entrance. 
Retrace your steps back along the drive, turn right down 
the stony path and keep right (straight on) at the junc-
tion. Follow the path as its swings right down steps and 
through a gate to rejoin the Hunters Path and turn right 
(adds 1.1km/¾ mile).

The early 20th-century Castle Drogo – said to 
be the last castle built in England – was built by 
Sir Edwin Lutyens (1869–1944) for Julius Drewe 
(1856–1931), founder of the Home and Colonial 
Stores, which, in the 1920s, was one of the UK’s 
largest retail chains. Drewe chose the site because 
he mistakenly believed that his ancestors had con-
nections with the nearby village of Drewsteignton. 
The castle was given to the National Trust in 1974.

Main route
Keep along the wide path below Castle Drogo to a 
junction near Hunter’s Tor where the main route goes 
right.4Follow the path, with the castle up to the right, 
go through a gate and turn left down a tarred track 
(signed Fisherman’s Path and River Teign) for 375 metres 
to a junction. Fork left along the track (Gibhouse and 
footpath) and, just before the cottage, fork left down a 
narrower path to a junction. Turn left and immediately 
turn right across the footbridge – known as the Iron 
Bridge – over the River Teign.4

Once across, turn left along the track with the wall 
on your left. Go through a gate and continue through 
Whiddon Wood with the River Teign on the left, soon 
passing the Hydro Turbine building.

The wall once formed part of the boundary of 
Whiddon Deer Park which was enclosed in the mid 
16th century to contain a herd of fallow deer. Julius 
Drewe had two water-driven turbines installed on 
the River Teign to provide electricity for his newly 
built castle.

Keep along the riverside track through Hannicombe 
Wood to a junction at Fingle Bridge and turn left over the 
bridge, with the Fingle Bridge Inn on the right.4

The 17th-century Fingle Bridge which straddles 
the River Teign is a fine example of a three-arched 
packhorse bridge; on the south side of the river is a 
National Trust car park and toilets.

Head northwards along the lane (parking on right) 
for 140 metres and then turn sharp left to follow a bri-
dleway up through Drewston Wood for 600 metres to 
a junction. Turn sharp right (almost doubling back) and 
follow the bridleway (Hunters Path to Drewsteignton) as 
it contours round the hill. Go through a gate and keep 
ahead at the crossing track. Cross a stream, continue to a 
track junction and keep right. At the next junction, keep 

Take a quick 120-
metre detour by 
keeping left and 
going through a gate 
to Hunter’s Tor, where 
there is another great 
view. Return to the 
junction and turn left.

The path along 
the north bank 
of the river is the 
Fisherman’s Path 
that also leads to 
Fingle Bridge.

The path joining 
from the left is the 
Fisherman’s Path from 
the Iron Bridge.

Looking west along 
the Hunters Path 

near Sharp Tor




